To Math 1050 Instructors
August 2011


Thank you for teaching Math 1050 College Algebra.  As you should know, last summer SLCC began student e-Portfolios.  Every general education class, which includes Math 1050, will be assigning a signature assignment for students to include in their e-Portfolios.  Each of your students will post at least one of the class projects into their personal e-Portfolio.  This may still be completed as a group project, but each student will need to post a project and write their own reflections at the end.  

You are not responsible for teaching students to set-up or use their e-Portfolio.  The signature assignments are the project-based labs that are available on the math departmental web page (on the syllabus).  Direct them to the information in the departmental syllabus for more information.  You do need to verify that the assignment has been placed into the e-Portfolio.  It is recommended that you make this a requirement necessary for them to receive a grade for the project.  

I have created two new Project-based Labs.  They are the Transportation Costs lab and the Least Squares lab.  The Mortgage lab is still used as well.  You are responsible for assigning at least two of these to your class.  On the calendars, you will see that all three have intro and due dates already.  Unless you are assigning all three, determine which one you are not doing and remove that one from the calendar.  Remember that a minimum of two is required.  

As always, note the departmental calculator restrictions, the grading policies, and the final exam information in the departmental syllabus.  In particular, note that all material in the calendar/schedule must be covered and the departmental final exam is mandatory.  Conduct yourself in ways that uphold departmental and subject standards!

Different Homework Options:  
Due to issues with ADA compliance, MyMathLab is to be handled very carefully in math 1050.
Your options are to choose only one of the following:

	No MML.  Grade book based homework only.  Students can use the generic MML course for their own additional practice.  The generic MML 1050 code is slcc25065.  Give this code to your students if you don’t plan on doing anything online.  They can use a lot of resources with this code.  Note there will be nobody monitoring this course.  It is only for practice.  This version contains all the features of MML but does not include any due dates.  


	An MML/Bookwork blend.  There are some homework assignments online with MML that are ADA compliant.  Assign these.  You also have to assign some book homework as well to effectively cover the practice the student will need.  The MML course for you to copy and use for this option is smith47726.   There are no due dates assigned, so you will have to create these.  There are also no quizzes with this course, as there were not enough ADA problems to go around.  This method will be the most difficult to grade, in my opinion.


	Don’t assign homework at all.  You will have to provide some other assessment device(s).  Weekly quizzes can be used as a motivator for students to practice on their own, for example.   This option won’t work for many students as they need external motivation to practice.  This option allows your students variety on which way they want to practice.  They can use the generic MML code slcc25065 for practice, including the MML study plan, the book homework set, other web resources like Purplemath.com, and YouTube videos.  


Again, thank you for teaching College Algebra.  Have a good semester.

Zeph Smith


