To Math 1040 Instructors
12 May 2013

Thank you for teaching Math 1040!  

We have tried to provide many helpful materials for you on the math department website and we are also available via e-mail to answer any questions you may have regarding the course.

The standard syllabus contains information on grading policies and final exam information.  Note that all material on the calendar must be covered and the final exam is mandatory.  Keep in mind that students are now required to receive at least 60% on the final exam in order to receive a course grade higher than a D.  This replaces the past requirement of receiving higher than 50% on the final exam.

Two suggested schedules have been provided, one for classes that meet 2 days per week and the other for classes meeting 3 times per week.  It is critical that you stay on schedule.  The material in chapters 8, 9 and 10 is emphasized on the final exam.
 
Classroom activities are strongly suggested as a way to engage your class and build “hands-on” statistical skills.  A good first day of class group activity is posted on the department website.  It is a great way to interest your students right from the start and it also keeps you from having to stand there and read the first section to them!  There are also many good activities described in the textbook.  For more activity ideas check out the Consortium for the Advancement of Undergraduate Statistics Education at www.CAUSEweb.org.

Other assignments in addition to the homework, term project, and tests can be given.  The Case Studies at the ends of the chapters in the book are a great resource.  We can personally recommend the case studies on page 190 and on page 327.  For those of you using MyMathLab, there are three StatCrunch Exercises that walk students step by step through the applications that will be most useful to them in the term project.

Worksheets created by Ruth Trygstad for each chapter covered in this course are posted on the department website.  Please provide these to your students for extra practice.  These worksheets can be used to enhance student understanding and help them prepare for exams.  Also make your students aware of the old final exams that are posted on the math department web site.  If you have additional projects that you would be willing to share, please send them to us!

SLCC requires student e-portfolios.  Every general education class, including Math 1040, will assign a signature assignment for students to include in their e-portfolios.  Math 1040 will use the term project that has been posted on the department web site.  This project requires individual work as well as group work.  You are not responsible for teaching students to use their e-portfolio.  Direct them to the information in the departmental syllabus if they have questions.  

For those of you using MyStatLab (also referred to as MyMathLab or MML):
To create and adapt your own MML course copy the course ID richards31979.  This version contains all the features of MML but does not include any due dates.  If you need help setting up the due dates or modifying your MML course, let me know.

For those of you who are not using MyMathLab as part of your own curriculum please let students know that they may still make use of the software if they choose.  They may enroll in a generic MML course that is not monitored by any instructor but includes all the tools and assignments for practice.  The ID for this course is richards92882.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact us.

Have a great semester!

Doug Richards and Brenda Santistevan
Math 1040 coordinators
doug.richards@slcc.edu" doug.richards@slcc.edu
Brenda.santistevan@slcc.edu




