
To Math 1010 Instructors 

May 2013 

 

 

Thank you for teaching Math 1010.  As you may know, every general education class, which includes 

Math 1010, assigns a signature assignment for students to include in their e-Portfolios.  Each of your 

students will post at least one class project into their personal e-Portfolio.  This may be completed 

individually or as a group, but each student will need to post a project and write their own reflections at 

the end.   

 

You are not responsible for teaching students to set-up or use their e-Portfolio.  The projects are 

available on the math departmental web page (the URL is given on the departmental syllabus).  Direct 

them to the information in the departmental syllabus for more information.  You do need to verify that 

the assignment has been placed into the e-Portfolio.  It is recommended that you make this a 

requirement necessary for them to receive a grade for the project.  Also, if there is a particular project 

that as an instructor you do not “enjoy,” then assign only the specific projects that you intend for 

students to complete. 

 

Final Exam Format:  Since spring 2012, the Math 1010 departmental final exam consists of 10 

mandatory multiple choice questions, 10 mandatory show your work questions, and “10 choose 5” 

show your work questions (the same format as the college algebra final exam).  It is departmental 

policy that the Math 1010 final exam must be at least 50% show your work.  Make sure to let students 

know the final exam format and the college wide posted day and time the final exam.  Past M1010 final 

exam questions, such as those found in the review packet available in the bookstore and online, will 

still serve as good representative practice questions; students should focus on working past final exam 

problems as if they are all show your work. 

 

As always, note the departmental calculator restrictions (no graphing calculators or calculators with a 

solver), the grading polices (e.g., final exam score < 60% implies course grade ≤ D), the final exam day 

and time as posted with the current class schedule, and the rest of the mandatory final exam information 

in the departmental syllabus.  In particular, note that all material in the calendar/schedule should be 

covered; however, the order of covered sections can be permuted as seen fit by individual instructors.   

 

Observe that the provided schedules are tentative and typically may require some personal adjustment 

throughout the semester.  The files are in easily editable formats, e.g., rtf and xls, so feel free to make 

any necessary fixes, changes, and/or minor adjustments.  Also, feel free to acknowledge any errors 

encountered, say via email (the materials will be immediately ameliorated as such).  

 

For those of you allowing students to submit homework online using MyMathLab (MML), you can 

create and adapt your own MML course with the course ID eppler26465.  For students that just want 

extra practice, they may use the generic course ID slcc28601.  This version contains all the usual 

features of MML but does not include any due dates, etc; you must set-up your course yourself if you 

intend to use MML.  You can also give this MML course ID to students that just want to use MML for 

extra practice. 

 

 

 

 



Again, thank you for teaching Intermediate Algebra and have a good semester. 

 

Kyle Costello 

kyle.costello@slcc.edu 

 

 

For your convenience:  

 

CALCULATOR EXAM POLICY:  A scientific calculator is required from time-to-time for 

approximation of radicals and logarithmic expressions, etc.  Use of calculator graphing features 

will not be emphasized on exams.  It is a departmental policy in the Math 1010 course that a 

programmable/graphing calculator will not be allowed on any in class quiz, exam or the 

final exam.  Prohibited calculators include the TI83, TI84, TI86, TI89, TI92, TI-Nspire, HP 

48SX, HP 48GX, etc., as well as other models and brands. Students are expected to be able to 

perform basic calculations, such as addition of fractions or finding exact values, without a 

calculator.  While some homework problems and projects may require the use of a graphing 

calculator or software package, questions on in-class exams will test basic facts that must be 

understood.  Your performance will be measured primarily on your understanding of the 

concepts and your competency to perform valid symbolic manipulations rather than your ability 

to exploit technology to get answers.  Full credit will only be awarded on exam questions 

only when answers are justified by a legible and deductively correct argument.   

 

A current example of an acceptable scientific calculator is the TI30.  It is the instructor's 

prerogative to give tests or portions of tests that do not even allow a scientific calculator. 

 

In addition, a cell phone/PDA or any device capable of connecting to the internet may not 

be utilized on any in-class quiz, exam or on the final exam. 

 

 

TEST REMEDY POLICY:  Testing is an assessment of a student’s knowledge of the material 

without books, notes or outside help (unless specifically allowed for everyone on certain tests, 

i.e. a table of values given to all).  Therefore any “test remedies,” i.e., opportunities to earn 

some “points back” on tests, should also be done under the same conditions.  Any take-home 

remedies such as correcting mistakes can give students points in another category such as 

homework or part of their 3% allowed extra credit, but SHOULD NOT be added to the 

student’s test score.  NO TEST REMEDIES whatsoever are allowed on the final exam. 

 

As a minimum, if points are to be given back on a test, the new test/quiz must be given under 

proctored conditions.   

*   The questions on the proctored test/quiz cannot be the same questions from the test. 

*   It is up to the instructor as to the format of the test  

§  How many questions 

§  How long students have to complete 

*   It is also up to the instructor as to how much credit to give back on the test within the       

following guidelines: 

§  At most 50% of the original points missed - must get the question completely 

correct 



§  At most 25% of the original points missed - the question does not have to be 

completely correct 

*   The proctored test/quiz must be given before the next test 

*   Only one test remedy allowed per test 

  

Additional suggestions: 

*   If a student makes a mistake on an test: 

§  Have them show what they did wrong – correct mistakes 

§  Fix it – explain in detail and complete sentences what they did wrong, show 

all necessary steps to get to the correct answer. 

§  Prove it! – proctored quiz or test, must meet criteria above. 

*   As a “ticket” to be allowed the right to try for points back, students should show up 

front that they have properly prepared for the test 

§  Have students come to review day with a test they created with at least one 

question per objective. 

 

 


